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Kentico Joins in Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Gregor Johann Mendel, Father of
Genetics
Kentico Time Capsule to be placed in Brno, the Czech Republic as part of global celebration; live event to
be broadcast to sites around the world
Bedford, New Hampshire, July 7, 2015 – What do you believe will be different in 50 years? That’s the question
being posed by Kentico Software, the all-in-one CMS, E-commerce, and Online Marketing platform provider. The
th
placement of a message-laden time capsule is part of a global celebration being planned for July 20 in Brno, the
Czech Republic. That’s the location where, 150 years ago, Gregor Johann Mendel made observations about
plants passing on characteristics from generation to generation—a line of thinking that ultimately led to the
study of modern genetics. Participating in the live event will be a number of dignitaries including the Prime
Minister of the Czech Republic, the Rector of Masaryk University, the Czech Commissioner of UNESCO, the
President of the Royal Society, the President of the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, and the Governor of the
Southern Moravia Region.
The highlight of this event will be a multimedia extravaganza projected onto the walls of the Old Brno Abbey with a
simultaneous live broadcast being shared with scientific institutions around the globe, including the Royal Society, the
Natural History Museum in Berlin, and the University of Melbourne. The multimedia event will feature specially designed
animation (created by Emmy and BAFTA winning animator Drew Berry) depicting the image of Mendel walking in the
garden and will be accompanied by a live full-orchestral score composed by Kentico’s own Duncan Hendy. The
celebratory event will be broadcast live at http://www.mendelthelegacy.com, where visitors can also go to learn more
about the life and discoveries of Gregor Johann Mendel. The Kentico Time Capsule will be placed in the Old Brno Abbey
from July 20th before being locked, sealed, and deposited in the Abbey 150 days later on December 17th. All messages
received will be stored on a hard drive within the time capsule, to be re-opened in 50 years, on the 200th anniversary of
Mendel’s accomplishments.
“Growing up in The Czech Republic, I was taught at an early age to take pride in Brno’s great heritage as the site where
Gregor Johann Mendel made such important scientific discoveries that helped shape the world we live in today,” said Petr
Palas, CEO and Founder of Kentico, the general partner and a sponsor of the Mendel: The Legacy celebratory event.
“Just as Mendel showed how we pass on genetic characteristics from one generation to the next, we are attempting—
through the Kentico Time Capsule—to pass on thoughts about the future to the next generation.”
"The Kentico Time Capsule is a great way to demonstrate Mendel's principles about how things are passed on from
generation to generation,” added Ondrej Dostal, director of the Mendel Museum. “In 50 years, it will be fascinating to see
how accurate our predictions are, and what future generations can learn about how we viewed the world and the future in
2015."
People from around the world are encouraged to contribute their messages, photos, or videos, answering the question
“What do you believe will be different in 50 years?” before December 15th by visiting http://www.kentico.com/timecapsule.
Kentico has already created its own message for the time capsule, a music video titled “Let’s Do the Time Capsule Again”
which can be viewed at www.kentico.com/song.
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